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A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


“Walking the Dog” 
Premiers in Toronto; 
Local Stars Give’em Yo 


Surely it is a film destined to win great honors- 
-and a place in the hearts of yo-yoers everywhere. 

“Walking the Dog,” a 30-minute film directed 
by Bonnie Palef, premiered at the Toronto Film 
Festival on Sept. 7 and will be shown at the Lon- 
don Film Festival in November 

The film stars Frances Stemhagen (who appears 
in the recently released film “Sibling Rivalry” and 
has performed on the TV show “Cheers”) as Ettie, 
the bitter antiques dealer who is reluctant to part 
with any of the items in her store, especially an 
antique yo-yo that belonged to her late son, who 
was a yo-yo champ. Her world changes dramati- 
cally when a precocious boy, played by Leaf 
Phoenix (who appeared in “Parenthood”) steals 
the yo-yo. Eventually the two characters see eye 
to eye ina very touching climax. 

“The first present I ever bought my husband 
(ack Tantleff) was ayo-yo,” Bonnie Palef told us. 
“I'm just fascinated by the yo-yo. I can’t do it 
myself too well, though.” 

She is hoping that the movie will eventually be 
shown on HBO, Showtime and Disney. 

Three local yo-yoers--Mark Kersey, Darren 
Bedford and Steve Reed--showed up to perform 
for attendees at the Toronto Festival, as did Marie 
Gabrielle, who performed the more complicated 
tricks on camera as a stand-in for Frances 
Stemhagen. 

Bonnie has an impressive list of credits to her 
name, including producer of “Parents,” produc- 
tion manager and associate producer for 
“Moonstruck,” associate producer of “Agnes of 
God” and a number of other feature films as well 
as experience in television. “Walk the Dog” marks 
her debut as a director 

Support for “Walk the Dog” came through the 
New Film Directors Program, but primarily it 
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IN “WALKING THE DOG, "anew short movie by Bonnie Palef, a teenage boy (played by Leaf 
Phoenix) examines an antique yo-yo in the shop run by Ettie (Frances Sternhagen). 


came through the love of the actors, camera 
operators, film and camera manufacturer, crew 
and others, all of which provided their services or 
equipment free of charge to assist the young direc- 
tor in producing her first film. 

We’ ll keep you posted regarding future plans to 
show the film. 


Marley Station Shoppers 
Set World Yo-Yo Record 


It was a mob scene-, albeit a well-organized 
mob, that tumed out at Mariey Station in Gien 
Bumie, Md., Sept. 28 to shoot for their place in 
the Guinness Book of World Records. 

In all, a total of 630 individuals signed up to 
receive their free Marley Station yo-yo (Specially 


SETTING A RECORD. More than 600 yo-yoers gathered at Marley Station in Glen Burnie, Md., 
to set a world record of the most people yo-yoing at the same time.. (Photo by Laura Kaplan) 


made for the occasion by Playmaxx) and their free 
“Retum of the Yo-Yo” T-shirts, donated by gold- 
en Oldies rock station WQSR of Baltimore, Md. 

‘The Guinness effort climaxed four weeks of yo- 
y© festivities at the mall, all of which focused on 
“The Retum of the Yo-Yo” museum, which is a 
traveling showcase that has visited a half dozen 
Taubman Malls during the past year and a half. 
Featured performers at the weekly shows included 
Don Duncan of Play maxx, Dennis McBride, “Fast 
Eddy” McDonald, Dennis Cramer, Lew New- 
meyer, Tom Parks, Marty Kaplan and others. 

A special guest who dropped in unexpectedly 
the first week and came back each week, dazzling 
the audience and showing that he’s lost none of his 
touch, was Tommy Reyes of Baltimore, Md. He 
began as a Duncan demonstrator in about 1932 
and later became partner to the late Joe Radovan 
of Royal Yo-Yo. Tommy told us he hadn’t touched 
a yo-yo in about 20 years, but we all found that 
hard to believe. 

The “Retum” events concluded with a Yomega 
“The Yo-Yo with a Brain” yo-yo contest at the 
American Eagle store in the mall, conducted by 
“Fast Eddy” McDonald of Yomega. The winner, 
Tim Lesniewski of Glen Bumie, Md., triumphed 
after successfully performing the compulsory 
tricks, by throwing the longest sleeper (about 15 
seconds). (Yomega contests are decided by a “spin 
off” rather than a “loop off.”) 

“The Return of the Yo-Yo” traveling exhibitwill 
make its next and possibly final mall appearance 
at Bellevue Center in Nashville, Tenn., Feb. 15 
through March 15, 1991. Mark your calendars 
now! If you haven’t seen the exhibit, this may be 
your last opportunity. We’ Il let you know whowill 
be performing at the yo shows during the exhibit 
as soon as we get details from the mall. 
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Welcome, Members of the 


Conservative Book Club 


‘The love of the yo-yo shows up in some of the 
most interesting and unusual places! A few 
months ago we made an effort to locate an old 
book club we used to belong to, The Nostalgia 
Book Club, and received a letter from Neil Mc- 
Caffrey, the head of The Conservative Book Club. 
“We left the Nostalgia Book Club in 1978, and it 
passed through several owners,” CBC president 
Neil McCaffrey wrote us. “A couple of years ago 
our Movie/Entertainment Book Club bought back 
what was left of Nostalgia. So I guess you could 
Say that we now have it, although it was merged 
with Movie/Entertainment.” 

Neil concluded his letter by telling us he’d be 
happy to mention us in his club’s bulletin. 

A brief mention, noting that “Yo-Yo Times” 
“has to be the most unusual newsletter I’ve ever 
seen,” appeared in the Conservative Book Club 
Bulletin over the summer The notice invited CBC 
members to send us a postage stamp and we’d 
send them a sample issue. 

The response was overwhelming! We haven’t 
counted them all, but there must be more than 100, 
which is the same order of magnitude of respon- 
Ses we received after “Barron’s” wrote a story 
about us a year ago. Many took the time to send 
us letters telling us that they were eagerly await- 
ing their first issue. 

This sample issue, then, is being sent free to all 
those CBC members who responded. We can’t 
help but think that people with a conservative bent 
should find the yo-yo just as fascinating as those 
of a more liberal persuasion. In fact, one thing we 
like about the yo-yo is its non-political nature. 
There may be a lot of yo-yos IN politics, but those 
people who like to play with yo-yos cut across all 
ages, Taces, sexes, political groups, religions and 
educational backgrounds. 

Our thanks to Neil McCaffrey at the CBC for 
taking the time to mention us. We hope that many 
of the members receiving this free issue will be- 
come full-fledged subscribers, write us letters, 
send us tricks and otherwise keep in touch. 


Yo-Yo Shows Up 
in Several Cartoons 


Have you noticed that the yo-yo seems to have 
received a great deal of exposure in the cartoon 
world over the last two or three months? 

Thanks to our readers who tipped us off and sent 
us copies of the cartoons. Unfortunately, we can’t 
print them. To do so would cost us too much 
money. Copyrights and stuff like that. But we can 
describe them. 

(By the way, if you see a great yo-yo cartoon in 
a newspaper or magazine, send it along to us. 
Please include the date and the name of the publi- 
cation. Thanks. ) 

“C, Barsatti’s People” in “USA Today” some- 
time in August (no date on the cartoon sent to us) 
showed a boss sitting behind his desk, talking toa 
subordinate, seated on the other side of the desk. 
“Go on. I’m listening,” the boss says. He is also 
playing with a yo-yo. 

Dick Locher, the Pulitzer Prize winning politi- 
cal cartoonist for the “Chicago Tribune,” who also 
draws the comic strip “Dick Tracy,” used the yo- 
yo in his Aug. 18 political cartoon in the “Trib.” 
The cartoon shows a cool, calculating mid-Fast 
leader (unidentified) flinging around a yo-yowith 
the word “hostages” printed on it, and playing the 
yo-yo so deftly that it constantly eludes the out- 


stretched arms of Uncle Sam, who is making a 
valiant and frustrated attempt to catch the yo-yo. 

The July 15 “New Yorker” magazine printed a 
cartoon demonstrating “Yo-Yo Tricks for the 
Nineties.” In each case, the yo-yo is being shown 
Operated by a man’s arm (you only sec the arm); 
the man is obviously wearing a business suit. 
None of the tricks are, of course, “real” tricks that 
could actually be performed. They are symbolic 
of situations that occur in the corporate world. 

The first trick shows the yo-yo player leaping 
his yo-yo over three yo-yos labeled “V.P. [vice 
president], V.P. and V.P.” and into a slot labeled 
“CEO” [chief executive officer]. The trick is titled 
“Jumping the Queue.” 

The second trick shows four yo-yos being 
thrown on their sides in a circle. A fifth yo-yo is 
thrown into the circle. The trick is called, “Break- 
ing into the information loop.” 

The third is a “combat” type of yo-yoing. One 
player is shown throwing his yo-yo at high speed 
at the string of another yo-yo in action, cutting the 
string. The trick is called, “Slicing the other guy’s 
string.” 

In August, several episodes of the comic strip, 
“Mother Goose & Grimm” by Mike Peters, 
showed the dog, Grimm, playing with a yo-yo. 
Several readers sent us copies of the strips. 

One cartoon, for example, shows Grimm doing 
“Sleep the Baby” in the first panel, “Walk the 
Dog” in the second panel. In the third panel, he at- 
tempts to “Shoot the Moon, uh, oh!” In the fourth 
panel, he is spinning around on the ceiling fan, 
which has caught his yo-yo string. He’s saying, 
“Spin t-t-the Idiot!” 


“Pm a Yo-Yo Man” Song 
Now Available on Tape 


Marty Cooper and Rick Cuhna have privately 
recorded and released a new tape, “I’m a Yo-Yo 
Man.” The title number is the song that originally 
inspired Tom Smothers to get back into yo-yoing 
some 15 or so years ago when he fell in love with 
it and added it to his act. 

The song captures the essence of the living-free 
lifestyle of a traveling yo-yo man in the golden 
days of yo. It’s virtually impossible to listen to the 
song and not yeam to join the ranks of a happy- 
go-lucky yo-yo professional. 

As the song says, “Hitching fora ride where the 
travelin’s free./All the city limit signs look alike 
to me./Traveling man’s like ayo-yo top:/Once you 
get it spinning, you just can’t stop./I’m a yo-yo 
man!” 

“I'm a Yo-Yo Man” has been recorded by The 
Irish Rovers, Ian Matthews, The Brady Bunch, 
Mason Williams, The Bluegrass Band and others. 
Even though the Smothers Brothers no longer use 
the song in their act (they’ve written their own 
song), it’s still a catchy tune and worth adding to 
any collection of yo-yo songs. You can even per- 
form to it. 

The tape also includes nine other songs written 
by and performed by Rick and Marty, including a 
train song, “The Burlington Zephyr’; a motor- 
cycle song, “Me and This Old Harley”; a Cajun 
number, “Cajun Train”; an airplane song, “The 
Biplane ‘Evermore’ ; an ode to the cowboy, “Cow- 
boys and Daddies”; and several other songs, most 
of which have been recorded previously by other 
artists, 

If you’d like a copy of the tape, send $10.95 
(postpaid) to Best Friends, Box 131, Malibu, CA 
9026S. 
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THE YO-YO COLLECTOR 


Tops Museum Has Yos 


The Spinning Top Exploratory Museum in Bur- 
lington, Wisc., has received a collection of tops 
and yo-yos from Rick Osboume, of Tampa, Fla. 
Rick has appeared on the “What's My Line?” 
game show on TV with his unusual occupation. 
The collection of Royal Yo-Yos includes a touma- 
ment yo-yo and a patented Astro-top 7. He also 
donated original packaging and display materials, 
including one display that pictures the Filipino yo- 
yo champs. 

Other items include: a Duncan yo-yo champion 
patch; Astro Top I and II, Royal TV ballerina top, 
#19T package with two Royal tops (two sizes), 
Casper the Spinning Ghost top, Duncan Yo- 
Yolympics kit, “The Art of Yo-Yo Playing with 
Genuine Duncan Yo-Yo Tops Book of Tricks, 10 
cents” booklet, #409 Royal Toumament yo-yo top 
(packaged), Royal Tops Egy ptian Fiber Cord Yo- 
Yo Trick Strings, Dell’s Big “D” Retumer Yo-Yo 
(packaged), Duncan Jo-Jo Imperial Chinese 
flying top professional model (packaged), Royal 
Tops Kingsize yo-yo, a Royal contest poster, 
package headers from Royal, three point-of-pur- 
chase boxes from Royal (one of which shows 
Tommy and Joe Radovan, champions). 

The Top Museum has modem yo-yos and tops 
for sale year-round, plus a limited number of 40- 
year-old Roy Rogers yo-yos in original packages. 

Many of these items will be exhibited at the 
museum by next fall, when the current yo-yo ex- 
hibit expands. The museum exhibit of 1,000 items 
includes yo-yos, tops, gyros and other related 
spinning items. 

The Top Museum program includes spinning 35 
tops_and games, videos, the collection and a live 
show. For information, call 414/763-3946 or 
414/728-5623. The museum is currently located 
at 492 N. Pine St, Burlington, WI 5310S. (The 
museum will move iin April 1992. 


Send Your Phone Number 


On our new subscription cards, you will notice 
we have added a line asking for your phone num- 
ber. 
We did this fora reason. Frequently we are asked 
by local newspapers as well as people looking for 
a “yo-yo man (or woman)” if we know of anyone 
in their area who might be available. 

Faster than a spinning yo-yo, we bring up our 
subscriber data base on the computer screen and 
search for someone to fill the bill. 

If your name pops up, and we have your phone 
number, we pass that information along to the in- 
quirer. Of course, even if we do not have your 
phone number, we could give them your address 
and let them call directory information. But 
having the number makes it that much easier 

Furthermore, if you have an unlisted number, 
you’ re going to miss a call that might be of benefit 
to you. 

What amazes us is how many people leave the 
“phone number” line blank on their subscription 
card. Or, even more puzzling, write “unlisted” on 
that line. If the number is unlisted, how are we 
going to find it? That’s why we asked for it! 

For example, see the story in this issue about the 
opening of the short movie, “Walk the Dog.” The 
producer called us and asked if we knew any yo- 
yoers in the Toronto area who might like to attend 
the premiere performance of the movie as their 
guests and to stand outside the theater prior to the 


showing and do a few yo-yo tricks for the other 
theater-goers. We gave them five or six names 
from our data base, and they all received invita- 
tions. Those whose phone numbers we did not 
have were not contacted. See what you missed? 

Rest assured that if you give us your number, we 
will not distribute it irresponsibly. We carefully 
screen the caller before releasing such information 
and make sure that the request is legitimate. 

So, please give us--and y ourself--a break. Share 
your phone number with us. Some day you may 
be glad you did. 


PROFILE 


Roy Acuff: At 88, He’s Still 


The King of Country Music 


Roy Acuff, “the King of Country Music,” tumed 
88 on September 15, but he still musters the 
courage and strength to put in a weekly ap- 
pearance on the show that he practically owns, 
“The Grand Ole Opry,” just as he has done almost 
without interruption since 1938. 

Roy Acuff was a legend before most of us were 
even bom. 

He was also the first nationally known per- 
former to incorporate the yo-yo into his act. For 
more than 50 years. 

In a section entitled “Remember Me: Country 
Trademarks” in “The Country Music Book of 
Lists” (New York: Times Books, 1984) appears a 
list of “trademarks” that country singers have 
made famous, including Dolly Parton’s wigs, 
Johnny Cash’s black clothes, the hobo persona of 
Boxcar Willie...and Roy Acuff’s Yo-Yo. 

Of the latter, authors Fred Dellar and Richard 
Wootton wrote (p. 116): “Roy took upyo-yoing in 
1931....He spent many hours attempting trick 
‘throws’ with the yo-yo and became such an ex- 
pert that he later decided to feature his dexterity 
with the toy as part of his stage act.” 

Bom Sept. 15, 1903, in Maynardsville, Tenn., he 
was about 25 or 26 years old when Donald F Dun- 
can first introduced the yo-yo to America in a big 
way. 

He played several sports, lettering in three in 
high school and eaming the nickname “Rabbit.” 


He dreamed of becoming a professional baseball 
player 

Alas, when the big day came to try out for the 
New York Yankees, he discovered he had a 
problem with sunstroke that he was unable to 
shake. Gone was his baseball career. 

As he wrote in “Roy Acuff’s Nashville,” 
“Whatever ‘itch to pitch ‘ I had was taken upwith 
the yo-yo. I substituted it for the desire that 
lingered to play ball. And I became pretty good at 
it. It was about the only time I didn’t have a fid- 
dle or a fork in my hand, because playing the fid- 
dle and eating were my only pastimes. That and 
the Grand Ole Opry.” (“Roy Acuff’s Nashville: 
The Life and Good Times of Country Music,” by 
Roy Acuff with William Neely, New York: 
Perigee Books/Putnam Publishing Group, 1983, 
p. 23.) 

A couple of years as a performer with a travel- 
ing medicine show gave him a solid background 
in show business. 

He made his first recording in 1934 and began 
singing on radio stations in Knaxville. He moved 
to Nashville and joined the Opry in February 
1938, where he became its first singing star 

As they say, the rest is history. 

His friend, baseball superstar Dizzy Dean, gave 
him the title, “King of Country Music,” during 
World War II. 

“T took up yo-yoing at about the age of 28,” “Mr 
Roy” (as he is known) told us whenwe visited him 
backstage at the Opry this past summer “There 
weren't any yo-yos around when I was a kid. We 
had tops, but I didn’t even see a yo-yo until I was 
about 25.” 

When he started performing, he quickly added 
the yo-yo to his act. “I did it because of the novel- 
ty of it,” he said. “On the stage, it was something 
in action, something to do.” 

We've heard that you were pretty good with the 
yo-yo, we commented. 

“Fair. Nothing professional, though. They 
[professional yo-yo men] know something I don’t 
know. ” 


How long did you yo-yo? 

“Till it got to where I couldn’ t see.” He has had 
some problems with his eyes in recent years. 

What was your favorite trick? 

“Oh, ‘walking the dog’ and ‘around the world.’ 
Anything that can please the people in the 
audience.” 

Roy Acuff came to international prominence 
during the years of World War II, when country 
boys mingled with city boys in the Army. 

His worldwide popularity is captured in an anec- 
dote told of a Japanese banzai charge during the 
war on the island of Okinawa. While attacking a 
U.S, Marines position on the island, the Japanese 
soldiers were heard to shout what they thought 
would be the ultimate of insults: “To hell with 
Roosevelt, to hell with Babe Ruth, to hell with 
Roy Acuff.” 

“Right from the beginning--clear back to the 
medicine show days, you might say--I’ve always 
tried to keep things as lively and entertaining as 
possible on the stage,” he wrote in “Roy Acuff’s 
Nashville” (pp. 85-86). “I hated to see a dead 
Stage, so I tried to entertain the folks as much as 
possible all the time I was up there. Mast of the 
time, I played it by ear I tried to listen to what the 
act in front of me was doing, and then I tried to 
figure out what the one following me might do, 
then I tried to do something different... 

“T added the yo-yo to my act to entertain folks 
while the radio was playing commercials,” he 
continued. “And then I put the fiddle-balancing 
act in the ‘dead time’ portion of the show. While 
the commercial was going out over the air, I was 
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NEW! YOMEGA RAIDER™ | 


Unique high-performance 
roller-bearing yo-yo! 
Record-breaking spins 
combined with 
responsive handling. 
Genuine black leather holster. 
Clear rim, solid black cap, 
gold graphics. 
Limited Edition: Clear rim, 
red cap, gold graphics. 
Not sold in stores! 


$19.95 each. 


| Phone orders: 1-800-338-8796 | 
| (Visa and Mastercard accepted) | 


or 
Send check or money order 
plus $2.50 S&H to: 


Yomega Corp.-YR 
1058 Pleasant St. 
P.O. Box 4146 


HUMMINGBIRD 


CUSTOM MANUFACTURES 

Hummingbird will custom manufacture 

wooden yo- 
Complete 


t » premium items, etc. 
rhc tetas had including: 


@ Millwork 
@ Turnings 
@ Finishing 
Call 716-492-5120 for custom quotation 
Hummingbird Toy Company Ltd. 
Arcade, NY 14009 FAX: 716-492-4375 


New from Dennis McBride 
“Dennis McBride’s 


Gallery of String Tricks” —Vol 2 


60 minutes. Classic side-mount and 
super-advanced combinations you'll love! 

Still available: “String Tricks, Vol. 1,” “Gallery of Two- 
Handed Tricks” and “The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video.” $25 each. 
Mention this ad, and receive a FREE, limited edition, 
Dennis McBride model Hummingbird Yo-Yo with each tape. 
Add $2.50 S&H per order. 

Send check today to: 


your 
Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 
Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805-297-5713 


up there on the stage, balancing the fiddle and the 
bow on my chin. The folks listening on the radio 
at home thought the audience was applauding for 
the commercial. The sponsor loved it, and it didn’t 
matter if it was for Goo Goo candy bars or Mar- 
tha White Flour, or whatever, I got letters from the 
sponsors saying that they wanted me to keep it up. 

“I figured I needed to keep everybody's atten- 
tion, so I was always doing something, even if it 
was just moving around and talking to other per- 
formers. The audience watched everything I did, 
so] kept their attention. My purpose was to enter- 
tain,” he explained. 

In March 1974, at the grand opening of the new 
Opry House, President Richard Nix on spent some 
time on stage with Mr Roy. The joking banter led 
to both men trying their hand at the yo-yo. The 
president had trouble making it sleep and had to 
have the King of Country Music give him a les- 


AD)», geoouooes 


Use these fun calling cards to promote your business, 
organization, social event, ca yourself! 
Ad-Yo's offer a full 194" circle of a 

space while creating tun and challenge! 


+ White, high-impact plastic 

+ Attached string 

* Your loge hot stemped on 
vinyi colored discs. 


Choose from a variety of colors. Call for detaits! 


(602) 623-9981 


son. 


After a few more feeble tries to make his yo-yo 
perform, President Nixon turned to Mr. Roy and 
said, “T’ll stay here and try to learn to use the yo- 
yo, and you go and be President, Roy!” 

Five months later, Richard Nixon became the 
first man to resign the position of President of the 
United States. 

Alas, for all of us who missed seeing Mr. Roy 
on stage during his prime, he no longer yo-yos. 
But we will never forget how much he did to 
popularize the world’s greatest toy for so many 
years. And, he still steals the show every Saturday 
night on the Grand Ole Opry. You can hear him, 
too, especially on clear, cold winter evenings, if 
you have a good AM radio. Tune to WSM at 650 
on the dial. It blankets most of the Eastem and 
mid-Westem states with its clear-channel signal. 

When you listen to his voice, try to picture him 
with a yo-yo in his hand and the world on a string. 


CONTEST NEWS 


@ The 1991 “Bird in Hand/Playmaxx Califomia 
Yo-Yo Championship, the Largest Yo-Yo Contest 
in the United States,” will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 19, in Chico, Calif. Registration for the day’s 
events begins at 10 a.m., with the beginner's con- 
test coming at noon, and the advanced contest at 
1 p.m. Guest performances by Dennis McBride, 
Dale Oliver, Dale Myrberg, Tom Kuhn, Don Wat- 
son and others will be held at2 p.m. Don Duncan 
Jr of Play maxx is also expected to be on hand. The 
championship level competition will begin at 2:30 
p.m., and should conclude by 4 or 5 p.m. 
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Categories for the beginners and intermediate 
competition will be kids, teens and adults. The 
championship level is open to everyone without 
regard to age category. Prior to the contest, Bird 
in Hand is holding yo-yo workshops in front of the 
Store from 1 to 3 p.m. every Saturday. Call Bob 
Malowney of Bird in Hand at 916/893-0545 for 
further information. 

@ Results of the July 27 yo-yo contest in Novi, 
Mich., in conjunction with the city’s Fifties’ Fes- 
tival, were: Gold awards: Chris Williams, Pete 
Lewendowski, Dennis Grezia*, Mike Taylor Jr.* 
and Mike Taylor Sr (* indicates perfect scores}, 
Silver award: Dan Kirkland; Bronze award: Mike 
Poliyn. 

Two contests are being planned in Michigan 
next June and July. The first is set for June 15 in 
Flushing, Mich., as part of the city’s Fifty’s Fes- 
tival. Also, tentatively scheduled is a contest on 
July 27 in Novi, Mich. Contact Yo Master Zeemo, 
Paul Kyprie, in Ann Arbor at 313/994-0368. 

@ It’s not too early to begin planning for the In- 
ternational Jugglers Convention, July 20-25, 
1991, at McGill University in Montreal. Plans are 
underway to hold some sort of international yo-yo 
championship at the convention. The planners are 
looking for sponsorship from yo-yo companies 
and other sources. The competition will probably 
be held with a format similar to that used in skat- 
ing competitions, namely, a series of “compul- 
sory” tricks (probably the same tricks used at the 
Chico contest) followed by about two minutes of 
open, freestyle yo-y cing to music. “We’ re open to 
proposals, and we want your support,” Dale 
Oliver told us. He is helping spearhead the com- 
petition, which will be open to anyone. You can 
teach Dale at 14534 Wallingford N., Seattle, WA 
98133, 206/367-9187. 


YO BRIEFS 


@ American Spinners, 28 Worcester Dr., Wayne, 
NJ 07470, 201/694-7773, has announced its new 
“Pocket Rocket” Collection of one-piece wooden 
yo-yos. The “Pocket Rocket” is the first of the 
company’s series following a traditional design 
that offers an easy-playing, well-balanced yo. 
Constructed of beach and manufactured for 
American Spinners in Europe, the new line is 
aimed specifically for retail stores. The price point 
will make itcompetitive with other products avail- 
able, company president Bill Cress said. Discount 
pricing for large quantity purchases are also part 
of the program. “Look for us on Venice Beach 
(Calif.) on Saturday, December 14,” Cress said. 
“See all of our collections!” 

e@ Two new yo-yos coming in November from 
Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos, 2383 Califomia St, 
San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138, are the 
Roller Woody and the Sleep Machine. These 
maple yo-yos sleep up to 10 times longer than or- 
dinary wooden yo-yos, Tom Kuhn tells us, be- 
cause they have a precision ballbearing axle with 
an adjustable string gap (Same as the SB-2). The 
Roller Woody has the traditional, classic yo-yo 
shape and, Tom reports, not only spins a long time, 
but also loops well. The Sleep Machine is in the 
butterfly configuration. Price: $35 for the Roller 
Woody, $40 for the Sleep Machine. Special intro- 
ductory price, available to “Yo-Yo Times” 
readers: Roller Woody, $30; Sleep Machine, $35. 
Add $3 postage and handling per order (Califor- 
nia residents add 7.25% sales tax.) Be sure to 
mention “Yo-Yo Times” when ordering. You can 
order now, but shipping is not expected to begin 
until the first week in November Each yo-yo 
comes with 5 spare strings and an instruction 
manual. “You don’ t expect a wooden y0-yo toper- 
form like this,” Tom said. “Even if you’ re just a 
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beginner, these yo-yos will immediately improve 
youryo-yo skills.” 

@ Also new from Tom Kuhn is an exact replica 
of the original No Jive yo-yos that put Tom into 
the yo-yo business 15 years ago. He made only 20 
of the originals as gifts for his friends, thus “begin- 
ning an obsession to perfect the yo-yo,” he said. 
The replicas are not take-aparts. They’ re “a good 
functioning maple yo-yo, the predecessor to the 3 
in 1 NoJive,” he said. Cost, $8 each, plus $3 ship- 
ping and handling per order. 

e Another special deal, available only to “Yo- 
Yo Times” readers, from Tom Kuhn: a special col- 
lection of his four newest yo-yos: The Roller 
Woody ($35 value), Sleep Machine ($40), original 
No Jive ($8) and SB-2 anodized ballbearing yo- 
yo ($85)--a $168 total value--for $125, plus $3 
shipping and handling per order. Califomia resi- 
dents add 7.25% state sales tax on all orders. 

@ Watch for an article on the yo-yo in an upcom- 
ing issue of “Joe Franklin’s Nostalgia” magazine, 
a beautiful, full-color magazine that spotlights all 
that is wonderful, trivial and fun from the not-too- 
distant past. The article is expected to spotlight 
Dan Volk’s yo-yo collection, with lots of colorful 
shots of historic yo-yos. If you get your subscrip- 
tion in now, you’ re more likely not to miss the yo- 
yo story. Ayear’s subscription is only $9.95, and 
you can order by wniting “Nostalgia,” 47-10 32nd 
Pl., Long Island City, NY 11101, or call with your 
credit card at 1-800-692-5900. 

@ Dale Myrberg will be holding yo-yoclinics in 
mid-November and into December, leading up to 
the greater Salt Lake City championships. Call 
him for the latest details at 801/485-1176. 

@ The Yo-Yo Ball is a space-aged version of the 
classic yo-yo. Unlike the yo-yo, which requires 
some skill to master, the Yo- Yo Ball always comes 
back and never needs winding. It has an average 
retail price of under $5. Itis manufactured by Mar- 
chon Inc. Look for it in your local toy store. 

e The Yo-Yo Princess, Jennifer Baybrook, and 
her family (parents Bob and Stephanie and sister 
Jaclyn, who is a paddleball champ) are moving 
from Berkshire, Vt, to the suburbs of Chicago in 
October at the invitation of theirnew agent, Mike 
Vondruska, ownerof the Illinois Juggling Institute 
Inc. and Variety Entertainment Inc. Mike has lined 
up a number of school shows for 11-year-old Jen- 
nifer, who has been a big hit in the New England- 
New York area for the last three years. We'll keep 
you posted as we learn more. In the meantime, you 
can contact herc/o Mike Vondruska, 143 N. Per- 
shing, Bensenville, 1L.60106, 708/766-1437. 

@ The Ann Arbor (Mich.) Juggling Festival will 
be held Feb. 21-23 and will include lots of yo-yo 
play. Contact Paul Kyprie at 313/994-0368 for 
details. 


Smothers Brothers 
Tour Schedule 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers. Please check your local 
listings for further information. 

Oct. 4-5, Dallas (Texas) Symphony. 

Oct. 6, EJ. Thomas Performing Arts Hall, 
Akron, Ohio. 

Oct. 11, Norton Center, Danville, Ky. 

Oct. 12, Scottish Rites Auditorium, Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. 

Oct. 18-19, Horizon Hotel, Lake Tahoe, Nev. 

Oct. 24, Arlene Schmitzer Auditorium, 
Portland, Ore. 

Oct. 25, Pantages Center, Takoma, Wash. 

Oct. 26, Mount Baker Theater, Bellingham, 
Wash. 


Oct. 27, Morrison Center for the Performing 
Arts, Boise, Idaho. 

Oct. 31-Nov. 12, Golden Nugget, Las Vegas, 
Nev. 
Nov. 16, Honeywell Center, Wabash, Indiana. 

Nov. 21-24, Celebrity Golf Toumament, Palm 
Springs, Calif. 

Nov. 30, Florida Symphony Orchestra, Bob Carr 
Auditorium, Orlando, Fla. 

Dec. 6, Rialto Square Theater, Joliet, Illinois. 

Feb. 13-16, Riverside Hotel and Casino, Laugh- 
lin, Nev. 

April 16-20, Golden Nugget, Las Vegas, Nev. 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 

Keep those tricks coming in. We'll continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven’ t overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-bulging 
folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 
primarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive 
a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
yu get a year’s extension on your subscription as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
yO-y0 to continue developing as the greatest of all 
toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you’ Il receive 
a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo, (Note: Just to protect ourselves 
in the future, please be advised that sending us 
your trick means that you are giving us permission 
to printit in the newsletter and subsequent books. 
You will, of course, receive full credit in both 
places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right- 
handed yoist. If you’ re left-handed, make the ap- 
propriate changes when following the directions. 


“The Pendulum” (correction) 

Ben Serkin of Los Angeles tells us that a typo 
slipped into his trick, “The Pendulum,” which ap- 
peared in the last issue. The type does not actual- 
ly affect the trick itself, but rather appears in the 
explanatory note at the end of the trick. Paragraph 
three should read (with the corrected word printed 
in capitals): “If you can repeat this sequence two 
times on the same SPIN with a conventional yo- 
y9, you are definitely a candidate fora yo-man (or 
yO-person) award.” 

“Have a Ball!” 
Alan Belanger, “Spunky T, Clown” 
N. Andover, Mass. 

Here’s a great trick that a juggler can do with a 
yo-yo. Cut a tennis ball in half, then glue both hal- 
ves onto the yo-yo so it looks like a ball. When 
juggling, pretend to throw the ball at someone. It 


will come back to you because it’s a yo-yo! 
A great trick--and funny, too. 


“Sleepwalking” 
Ted Eckel 


Louisville, Kentucky 

After performing the basic sleeper, you tell the 
audience, “Now here’s a little variation forall you 
insomniacs.” 

You then throw another sleeper, but this time 
you hold both arms straight out in front of you, 
shut your eyes, tilt your head back and then start 


comically walking in your sleep. 

When the yo-yo is about out of spinning power, 
give your finger a flick to bring it back. As it hits 
your hand, jump up as though just awakened by 
the impact. 

Once you awaken, say you have this recurring 
dream about eating a giant marshmallow, that you 
had this dream last night and you woke up and 
your pillow was gone! 

Then, bring your fist to your mouth and cough 
loudly, blowing out a couple of novelty feathers 
you have hidden in your fist. 


“Suicide Plus” 
Paul Kyprie 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

This is a variation on Harvey Lowe's “Suicide 
Trick” (“Yo-Yo Times,” Sept-Oct. 1990). Throw 
a “Sleeper” with your left hand and perform a 
“Man on the Flying Trapeze” with your right-hand 
yo-yo. Pop the “Trapeze,” and the “Sleeper” will 
come up at the same time. Do not catch the 
“Sleeper.” Instead, make it “Hop the Fence.” 

Variation: Catch the “Sleeper” and throw a 
“Breakaway” oracouple of “Outside Loops” with 
the right hand. 


“Another Stupid Yo-Yo Trick” 
Paul Kyprie 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Paul Kyprie performs this combination of non- 
sense when doing strolling-around yo-yoing. 
You’ Il first have to master the unicycle, which is 
quite a challenge in itself. (We know; we’ve been 
working at it for four months--and we know we’ ll 
get it any week now!) 

Get a small “personal” kite and fly it with your 
left hand. Ride your unicycle around, throwing 
“Loop the Loop” with the right hand. 

“People just think this is the funniest thing 
they’ve ever seen,” Paul said. 


“Yawakaerb” 
Paul Busman 


Troy, N.Y. 

Here’s an easy trick I invented, which I call 
“Yawakaerb.” That's “Breakaway” spelled back- 
wards, which pretty much describes the trick. 

It starts out like a “Breakaway,” but in that brief 
moment when the yo-yo seems to hover just 
before retuming to your hand, quickly reach 
across your body with your yo-yo hand and catch 
the yo-yo. The yo-yo should stay put, hanging 
there in space, and reel in the string as your hand 
approaches it. 

This trick is most visually surprising if you first 
perform two or three regular “Breakaways” first. 
Then, just when your audience expects one more 
of the same, pull a “Yawakaerb.” Gets’em every 
time. 

“The Peace Child” 
Blaise “Blazing Yos” Draper 
Windsor, Nova Scotia 

Form a small baby in the cradle using only your 
first (index) and second fingers as the base of the 
cradle. Then reverse the position of both fingers 
so that they change with each other At this point 
you should have made a peace sign with your left 
hand. Hold your left hand up so the sign is visible, 
and rock your love (or peace) child. 


“Storm in Dixie” 
Blaise “Blazing Yos” Draper 
Windsor, Nova Scotia 


Form a “Confederate Flag.” Simply move or 
vibrate your left hand to give the appearance that 
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yp Mumeum intormation, 
INNING TOP ANNUALLY. 
Add fact lo your fun wiih SPIN-OFFS. 


$10year Sa2ie youl oeareiono8) Saree 
Make check payable lo IT. Place. Mail lo. 


SPINNING TOP MUSEUM, 402 N. Pine St. 
Burtingion, WI 53105 


Yo-Yoers and Non-Yo-Yoers Alike! 
Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Club Today’ 


Your $8 first-year’s THI 
membership brings you: 
A photograph of Tom and Dict Ml THE RS 
Smothers, an official Fan Qub member- i <a ay 
ship card, a full-cotor poster of the Yo-Yo 4 
an in ection, the SmoBro Newsletter. a 
“Just Say YO!" Barer E aticker, two 
Smothers Brothers patches, a biography 
of the brothers, » silhouette sucker or the 
brothers and a sting of their concert ap- 
pearances. 


Send your check or 
money order today to: 


BROTHERS 
FAN CLUB 


P.O Bow 74130 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


" . 
It’s Yo-Yo Time!" 
The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to . . . 
Si Groce, host of “Mountain Stage,” with 


ung 
“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 
Regularly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 


(U.S. funds; for shipping to 
Canadian addresses, add 
$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) 
Please allow 3 weeks for 
delivery in the U.S., and at 
least 6 weeks for overseas. 
Tip sheet included . . , Satisfaction guaranteed 


Send your check today to: 
“It's Yo-Yo Time!” 

Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


IF YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT 
WE ARE DOING, PLEASE 
PATRONIZE OUR 
ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
THEM THE REASON WHY. 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of “D-H Times” are available, including: 
#2151-2,11-3; 14,15, 2-1; 2-2, 2-3; 24, 2:5, 
2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3 and 
4-4.. If an issue is out of stock, we will send youa 
photocopy of the issue, unless you specify other- 
wise. Send $2 for each copy ordered. (Postpaid to 
the U.S., Canada and Mexico. For other foreign 
orders, add $1 for postage and handling per issue, 
except for #2-5 and 3-2, add $1.50 and #-6 and 
3-1 add $2). 
Back Issues, Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


the flag is blowing in the wind. 


“Man Over the Planet” 
Francisco Sorto 
Alexandria, Va. 

Throw two “Lunar Loops” (inside “Loop the 
Loops”), followed by one “Planet Hope” (“Hop 
the Fence”). 
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HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 
World's Finest Hardwoods 
Solid In Galleries 
High Performance 
2 Unique Shapes 
Enhance Grain, Feel Great! 


a Indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 
vAj Yo-yo Bag $5, Pkg. 5 Strings $1.00 
A l , 8 Specify Wood Type and Shape iA or B) 
Send $15.00 + $2.25 (S&H) to 


WOODEN MONARCH YO-YOs 
1187 Coast Village Road, #249 
Montecito, CA 93108 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


Light. Mahogany, Lacewood, Teak, Walnut 
Middle: Paduak, Maple, Imbuyia, Zebrano, Cherry, 
Oak, Satinwood, Rosewood 


“SLO-YO. 


Superlative Handmade 


Yo-Yos 
Glve one for Christmas 
\y Send for your free 
Color Catalogue 


ken picou design in wood 
5508 montview 
austin, te 78786 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $08.95 
A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 
illustrated, photographed, and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters and Articles 

We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
ber with all letters, articles, etc. sowe can getback 
toyouif we have questions. We will not printyour 
address unless you ask us to. 


Hot Wheels 

I picked up a Duncan Hot Wheels Yo-Yo in a 
Venture department store when I was in St. Louis. 
It played better than I expected for the two bucks 
it cost, and it is a nice novelty yo-yo complement 
to my collection. 

I don’t know if you’ve mentioned this particular 
yo-yo in past issues. If not, you may want to tell 
readers to keep an eye out for them. I think they 
come in four different styles. 

Ted Eckel 
Louisville, Ky. 


A Few Ideas for the Newsletter 

First, let me say thanks for getting my yo-yo tape 
(“It's Yo-Yo Time!” —see ad on pg. 5 to me so 
quickly. I was home for just two days before hit- 
ting the road again when itamived. Itis a great ad- 
dition to the show. And, your tip sheet is a nice 
addition to the tape. I hope more yo-yo players 
will be getting the tape. Even if they don’t use it 
for performing, it makes practicing a lot more fun! 

Second, let me give you a heart-felt thanks for 
providing “Yo-Yo Times” to all us yo-yo players. 


Your newsletter gives an interesting and informa- 
tive perspective to the hobby. Also, I think it is 
great that you have made a connection with the In- 
temational Jugglers Association. Now, if they 
would just schedule their convention during the 
slow part of my performing year! 

I would also like to respond toyour plea forhelp. 
Iam also a motorcycle rider and belong to the Four 
Stroke Single National Owners Club. Jack Robin- 
son, the director, does a lot to promote the club 
and generate operating capital. Some of his ideas 
might apply to your publication. 

You might want to carry, in addition to the yo- 
yo tape, “Yo-Yo Times” T-shirts or baseball caps. 
What about a special “Yo-Yo Times” yo-yo? How 
about buttons or pins that identify us as yo-yo 
players? 

I realize these ideas will cost you money. But, 
you might want to see if your readers are inter- 
ested in any of these products before you spend 
any money. You might even want to do a reader 
survey to find out just what kind of person reads 
“Yo-Yo Times.” 

Jack also sends FSSNOC business cards and 
flyers out to all the members. This is a cheap way 
to get the word out. I, for one, would be happy to 
pass out “Yo-Yo Times” cards to interested in- 
dividuals. 

Another feature of the FSSNOC is its postage 
fund. Jack is not afraid to ask for the members to 
help defray the skyrocketing postage cost by send- 
ing ina buck or twoif they can. I don’t know how 
you feel about that, but it might help. 

Also, I think it would be great to include tops 
and maybe even paddle balls in the magazine. You 
might want toadd aQ&Acolumn as well. I’ msure 
a lot of people would like to find out what the rest 
of us have leamed through trial and error 

Once again, let me say how much I enjoy each 
issue of “Yo- Yo Times.” I wish you continued suc- 
cess and hope that some day you will be able to 
pass the editor’s cap to your children. 

Stephen Sloan 
San Diego, Calif. 

(Thanks, Stephen, for all of your great ideas. 
How about it, readers? Should we sell yo-yos, 
caps, buttons, etc? One other item that comes to 
mind is a hip pack, which would be great for car- 
tying your extra yos, strings, etc. Would readers 
be willing to distribute cards and flyers? How 
about contributing to a postage fund? And what 
do you think of a Q&A column? We’ d appreciate 
further input from any readers.] 


How to Use a Yo-Yo Video in an 
English Class 


I am a juggler with an interest in leaming how 
to yo-yo. I borrowed a couple of videos about yo- 
yoing from a juggling buddy. I enjoyed the videos 
and leamed many things. Because I am also a 
teacher, I am always on the look-out for things that 
I can use to spark the students (grade 8) into ac- 
tion. I found that in the opening of Dennis 
McBride’s “Know-Yo Yo-Yo Video.” 

The video starts out with a low angle shot of a 
person carrying a briefcase with some dramatic 
music in the background. The briefcase is opened 
with an extremely brief glimpse of the yo-yas. 
This occupies the first 30 to 40 seconds of the 
video and does not actually make it obvious that 
the video is about yo-yoing. This introduction 
teases the viewer to keep watching. 

At this point I stopped the video and asked the 
students to describe what will happen during the 
video. What will the story be about? I then gave 
them about 15 minutes to produce an opening 


paragraph. We then read these opening paragraphs 
to the rest of the class. They then had a further 
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period of time to complete their stories. With this 
Opening as the trigger, they produced a wide 
variety of interesting stories from drug smuggling 
to bank robbery to a variety of other possibilities. 
The tape was a good prompt for them to produce 
a story. 

I then replayed the opening and continued the 
video which, of course, went on to teach the art of 
yo-yoing. The students were fascinated. I also 
leamed that several of them had attempted to leam 
how to yo-yo. This session prompted several of 
them to bring their yo-yos to school and leam how 
to do some of the basic tricks. 

This approach gave me a story starter that was 
painless for the students. It introduced them to the 
potentialities of the yo-yo. It gave me some more 
information about their interests. It sparked inter- 
est for the yo-yo in others. Finally, those who were 
already interested in yo-yos received positive 
reinforcement. 

For any teachers in the “Yo-Yo Times” 
audience, I recommend this video and any others 
you may run across to produce a response in our 
student population. I expect that you will be 
pleasantly surprised. 

Jim Atanas 
Toronto, Canada 


A Waxy Problem 

Help! I’m writing about a problem I’ m having 
with my yo-yos. Sometimes I wax the string, and 
] don’t know if I put too much wax on it. When I 
wind up the string, it doesn’t catch inside the yo- 
yoand it doesn’t want to come back to my hand. 

When I finish a brain twister and am preparing 
to throw it into a loop, the string will slide out of 
the yo-yo. The yo-yo stops spinning and drops 
dead to the floor 

I don’t know if I used too much wax. Oris it pos- 
sible that some yo-y os and strings don’ twork well 
with wax? 

Some of my best yo-yos have this problem. I’d 
like to know if there is any way possible to fix 
these problems? 

Should I sand the inside to get ride of the wax? 
Should I run a shoe string through the groove to 
rub off the wax? 

If any readers know the answer to this problem, 
I'd appreciate hearing from them. (Address and 
phone number appear below.) 

Rocco Ysaguirre 

570 Creekwood Ct. 
Carol Stream, IL 60188 
708/682-9515 


Court Jester 

I’ve been taking your newsletter for two ycars, 
and it keeps me stimulated. Because yo-yos are 
bought and sold in all toy shops in Britain, there 
is great interest in what you can do with it other 
than basic moves. None of the yo-yo companies 
bother to promote yo-y os with demonstrators over 
here, sol have it all to myself, armed with inspira- 
tion from “Yo-Yo Times.” 

lama “jester” act, performing with juggling and 
magic. I use a Tom Kuhn SB-2 yo-yo. When I get 
it out of its leather pouch, I tell the audience that 
it is a yo-yo ina suit of armor, and that it was given 
to me by Merlin the Magician 800 years ago, and 
that is was made from a piece of the blade of Ex- 
caliber. 

] spin it really fast and ask as many audience 
members as I can to put theirearnearit. I ask them 
if they can hearit. They always say they can. I then 
allow it to retum to my hand and ask them al- 
together, “Okay, what did it say, then?” 

I relate all my tricks to historical stories, par- 
ticularly while the yo-yo is spinning. They can’t 
believe it is still going round and reach out to touch 


it. “Don’t touch that!” I tell them, “or your finger 
will fall off! Remember, it’s made from the blade 
of Excaliber!” 

I have tricks I call “The French Guillotine,” 
“Robert the Bruce’s Spider,” “Sir Francis Drake 
Playing Bowles.” | joke that the man whoinvented 
the yo-yo 2,000 years ago is dead now and’ m not 
feeling too well myself. 

The long-spinning ball-bearing yo-yos have 
broken through a barrier that makes a valuable 
JUGGLER’S prop, giving it more exposure than 
it has received in recent years. Well done, Tom 
Kuhn, and well done “Yo-Yo Times” for your ex- 
cellent newsletter 

Stuart Fell 
“Taro” the Jester 
Hertfordshire, England 


THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade Yo-Yos!”) are $1 
each for up to 8 words. We will print the first few 
words in boldface unless you specify differently. 

Yo-% Times assumes no responsibility or 

liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 
YO-YO LICENSE. Wallet-size. Red on yellow 
card in laminated plastic. Send $1.00 and 
self-addressed-stamped envelope to Ted 
Eckel, 203 Mt. Holly Ave. #3, Louisville, KY 
40206. 


JEWELS WANTED. Goody Rainbow — =, 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY | 


YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times. Enclosed is my subscription 
payment as follows: 

(Payment must be made with order. 
Subscription will begin with next 
issue. 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.) 


[ ] lyear of Yo-Yo Times $12.00 


[ ] 2years of ¥-YoTimes $18.00 


[ ] 3 years (SAVE$12.00) $24.00 


(Intemational subscribers add $6 per year for 
postage & handling) (4-5) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP. 


PHONE 


Mail this coupon today to: 
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Twirler, Goody Jewel, Duncan Rainbow 
Jewel, Royal Rainbow Jewel; also original 
Pedro Flores. Write to Johnny Tillotson, Yo- 
Yo Madness, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, 
Encino, CA 91316 or call collect 818/887- 
9689. 

LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show 
and family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, clown- 
ing, magic, ventriloquism, puppetry, comedy 
props, juggling, business ideas, more! 
$21/year (6 issues); outside USA, $27. P.O. 
Box 160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 
WANTED: YO-YOERS (OVER 21) who enjoy 
working with kids. New program. No travel. 
Good earnings. Please reply by resume or 
letter c/o “Yo-Yo Times," P.O. Box 1519-PYM, 
Herndon, VA 22070. No calls, please! We will 
forward your letters along to the party that 
placed this ad and who wishes to remain 
anonymous at this time. 


Starting a School Program 


by Stephanie Baybrook 


During the summer of 1987, we had the pleasure 
of watching the Yo-Yo King, Phil Morin, perform 
miracles with a yo-yo that people would never 
believe. 

Everyone, young and old alike, enjoyed the per- 
formances. My husband, Bob, and 6 1/2 year old 
daughter Jennifer became interested in leaming 
the yo-yo art. They both started with a regular 
Duncan plastic yo-yo. 

Soon Bob graduated to the Yomega, “The Yo- 
Yo with a Brain.” Christmas 1987 brought 
Yomegas for each of our daughters, by then 7 and 
10. 

Bob became possessed with yo-mania, twirling 
his yo-yo every spare minute, trying to perfect his 
yo-yo tricks. Now-7-year-old Jennifer took hryo- 
yo to school for “show and tell” to share her 
abilities with her friends. 

The next two summers, Phil Morin gave yo-yo 
lessons every Saturday at the campgrounds in 
Middlebury, Vt, where he spent his weekends. 
My husband assisted him, and our girls took the 
lessons, gradually adding to their repertoire of 
tricks. At times our house would echo to the 
sounds of three yo-yos spinning and dancing in the 
air and walking across the floor. 

We decided in the summer of 1988 that it would 
be nice to have Phil come to Franklin County, Ver- 
mont, to share his expertise and talent with the 
people here. We set up eight performances--in 
Richford and Enosburg Falls as well as day care 
centers and nursing homes in St. Albans, the city 
park and the Elks Lodge. 

In the fall of 1988, I contacted six elementary 
schools in our immediate area and asked if they 
could put out notices at their schools offering free 
yo-yo lessons and have anyone interested call us. 
After a week with no responses, we decided to set 
up demonstrations at the schools, showing what 
you can do with the yo-yoif you know how to use 
it and have lots of practice. The demonstrations 
were well received by both the kids and the 
teachers. 

Our next step was to schedule a time when the 
gymnasium was available so we’d have plenty of 
room to throw a yo-yo without hitting someone or 
some thing. Once we set up a definite time for les- 
sons, the response was overwhelming. 200 
children took lessons in five of the area schools, 
and every week we saw new faces. 

At first we were going to offer 6 to 8 one-hour 
lessons, but the response was so overwhelming we 


American Spinners 


- New - 


"Pocket Rocket" 


Traditional Design 
One-Piece Wooden Yo-Yo 
Available in 7 Colors 


Red, Yellow, Green, Black, 
Blue, Pink, White 
Hot Gold Stamped Logo 
$5.50 includes S & H 
Includes yo-yo garage 


American Spinners Yo-Yo Corp. 
28 Worcester Dr. 
Wayne, NJ 07470 


BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champion of the World - 1951 


Each Yo-Yo: 
* Solid Piece of Beechwood 
¢ Official Signature Mode! 
* Trick Booklet & History of Yo-Yo 
© Plastic Carrying Case 
¢ Made in Sweden 
Single Yo-Yo - $ 3.50 Postage Paid 
Two Yo-Yos- $ 6.00 Postage Paid 
48 Yo-Yos - $72.00 Plus Shipping 
We accept VISA and MasterCard 


Wallace Toy Company 


Box 349 
Wallace, Idaho 83873 


1-800-535-3364 


THE SB-2 BALL BEARING YO-YO 


“TOM KUHN GET OUT OF TOWN! No yo-yo can do 50 
Around the World's, and sleep for a full minute!* The SB-2 Ball 
Bearing Yo-Yo can, - and then some! After 3 years of research and 
development, we're delighted and proud to offer the most exciting yo- 
yo in our 14 year history. The SB-2 will become your companion for fun 
as it invites you to excel in the yo-yo an. YO for it! And as always, your 


satisfaction is our greales concem. (P.S. I'm staying in town!) 
!7@p-eKithn Dey 
SB-2 + Flight Manual & Accessories 


Tom Kuhn Yo-Yos, Ltd. $75.00 
2383 California Street post-paid 
San Francisco, CA 94115 


Order Toll Free (800) U.S.-YOYOS thats (800) 879-6967 


had to extend the lessons indefinitely. 

All the school principals thought the yo-yo les- 
sons were a good idea and cooperated in setting 
up times for us to use the gymnasium. They felt it 
was a healthy extra-cumicular activity that every 
child who desired to could participate in. 

We were all surprised by the response we 
received from the children. Ed Wilkens, Berkshire 
school principal, had described the interest as 
“snowballing” and “the biggest thing since the 
Rubik’s Cube,” He himself purchased a yo-yoand 
carried it with him wherever he went. 

Because he usually couldn’ t make the yo-yo les- 
sons, some of his students spent part of their recess 
and lunch periods teaching him some of the tricks. 

We had nothing but positive comments from 
parents and teachers alike. Several adults ex- 
pressed an interest in leaming the yo-yo art. 

The children’s interest became contagious. 
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Every week we saw new faces at the lessons. Kids 
even began bouncing their yo-yos around as they 
walked down the halls while changing classes. As 
one mother put it, “The yo-yo has become a per- 
manent part of my son’s body.” 

We have never considered ourselves experts at 
teaching the yo-yo art. During the first lessons, we 
teach holding and throwing the yo-yo as well as 
tips such as changing the string when it becomes 
knotted or wom, proper string tension and basic 
safety tips. 

We also supported the teachers by not allowing 
children to attend lessons if they used theiryo-yas 
improperly, such as in class or on the school bus. 
We always stressed safety and the proper places 
to use the yo-yo, 

Next, my daughters (Jennifer and Jaclyn) and I 
worked on teaching how to throw a spinner Those 
who mastered this trick were put into a different 
group, and my husband would teach them some of 
the basic tricks such as “Walk the Dog” and “Rock 
the Baby.” 

At the end of each class, Bob and Jenniferwould 
do a half dozen tricks and let them pick the ones 
they wanted to see. 

The ultimate goal was to set up competitions be- 
tween schools and to have the children put on a 
demonstration for their parents and friends, show- 
ing what they had learned. 

We noticed how widely the children’s skills 
varied. Students at one school seemed to leam 
more quickly, for some reason. We also noticed 
that we have had two or three children in each 
class who showed real promise. 

We even made the local evening news on Chan- 
nel 5 when reporter Stuart Ledbetter became in- 
trigued with the retum of the yo-yoas a story idea. 
We also received front-page coverage in the “St. 
Albans Messenger” with a story by Stefan Hard 
as well as a front-age Living Section story in the 
“Burlington Free Press,” a state-wide paper The 
weekly “County Courier” also did a small story on 
the yo-yo lessons. 

One of the highlights for us was Jennifer’s per- 
formance with Tom Smothers when the Smothers 
Brothers act came to the Club Casino in Hampton 
Beach, N.H, a couple years ago, This past sum- 
mer saw Jennifer on “Regis and Kathy Lee” and 
“The David Letterman Show.” 

We continue to do shows, demonstrations and 
workshops. Jenniferseems tohave taken to the yo- 
yo even more than the rest of us and can now do 
over 200 tricks, including two-handed ones. She 
calls herself “The Yo-Yo Princess.” Bob is “The 
Duke of Yo” and acts as emcee for our show. 
Jaclyn and I set up the equipment, run the music 
and handle the sale of Jennifer's yo-yos, which are 
produced for us by Hummingbird and Playmaxx. 

Our yo-yo program has been written up in the 
state’s educational newsletter and the entertain- 
ment book published by the Department of 
Libraries for all public libraries in the state of Ver- 
mont, We continue to teach lessons in area schools 
as well as perform 30-to-60-minute shows for 
local groups, schools, libraries, fairs, companies 
and civic organizations such as 4-H, Masons and 
Scouts, followed by mini-workshops. 

Everyone is amazed to find out what you can do 
with a yo-yo when they see the “Duke of Yo” 
twirling his yo-yo. They are even more astounded 
when they see a now-11-year-old girl perform 
some of her yo-yo feats. 

Best of all, when the children see another child 
doing such yo-yo tricks, it gives them hope that 
pethaps they, too, can achieve the mystical state 
of yo. 

[Editor's note: Stephanie Baybrook wrote this 
article several months ago. We have held it in 
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“overset” (that’s the place we put unpublished ar- 
ticles that were supposed to gointoan earlierissue 
but didn’ t quite make it) and are glad we had room 
to mun it this month because the Baybrooks are 
shortly going to be moving to the Chicago area. 
For details on that move, see the last item under 
“Yo Briefs” on page 4.] 


PROFESSOR YO-YO SAYS 


All You Ever Wanted to 


Know About “Yo-Yo Times” 


To all you new readers who came in late, here’s 
a little bit of the background history of “Yo-Yo 
Times.” 

“Yo-Yo Times” is an independent publication. It 
is not connected with any yo-yo company. In fact, 
it is owned by yours truly and his wife with no 
other backers. 

There’s an old saying, “This is a non-profit or- 
ganization. We didn’t pian it that way, but it is.” 

That sort of explains where we are coming from, 
tongue in cheek. We began “Yo-Yo Times” as a 
labor of love. The only requirement we had finan- 
cially was that it not LOSE any money. We didn’t 
expect to MAKE a lotof money, but we sure didn’t 
want to lose any money, either. 

Any profits we’ve made (and they have been 
modest), we have plowed back into the newslet- 
ter 

As we've often said, “We don’t have anything 
against making a profit, but we’d rather make 
friends.” And we have made friends, lots of ‘em. 

We never attempted to become a non-profit or- 
ganization because the red tape you have to go 
through to set up such a corporation is enormous 
and the expense would be more than the small 
amount we might save on taxes, given the modest 
(or non-existent) profit the newsletter generates. 

I mention these points because some of our 
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readers have written to us as if we were a major 
corporation with millions of dollars behind us. 
We've had kids call us — collect! — to ask when the 
next issue is coming out. (Sorry, but we no longer 
accept collect calls!) We’ ve had other kids call us 
every two months on our 800 number and request 
a “free sample” copy of the newsletter We don’t 
mind getting ONE call fora sample issue, buteach 
of those calls costs us money. When you add in the 
cost of phone service, office overhead, postage, 
Printing, and all the rest, it costs us somew here be- 
tween $1 and $2 per copy to send out a “free” 
sample. 

If you love to yo-yo, we appreciate your help in 
several ways: 

— Encourage your friends to enter their own 
subscriptions — and PAY for them! 

— When your subscription comes to an end, 
renew promptly. 

—Please renew for three years. Sending out 
renewal notices is extremely costly. We pass the 
savings along to you by giving you three years for 
the price of two. 

—Support our advertisers and tell them how 
much you appreciate seeing their ads in “Yo-Yo 
Times.” Advertisers like to know that their ad dol- 
lars are being well spent. Your response will en- 
courage them to continue advertising. If we can 
get more advertisers and larger sized ads, we can 
eventually increase the size of the newsletter. 

—The most popular section of the newsletter is 
the “New Tricks” department. Please share your 
new tricks that you have invented with us. We love 
new tricks so much that we will gladly extend your 
subscription for six months forevery new trick we 
publish. A few of our readers have sent along so 
many tricks, they’re subscriptions won’t expire 
for YEARS. Become one of them. 

And, thanks to every one of you for your con- 
tinuing support. 

Let’s get America YOING again! 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Has your subscription expired? Is 
it about to expire? Check the date on the top line of your 
mailing label below. If it is “10/91” or earlier, this is your 
LAST ISSUE! You will receive only one more renewal 
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your "account number” (it’s in the upper left-hand comer of 
the mailing label) and the word" RENEWAL" on your check. 
See coupon on p. 7 of this issue. ACT TODAY! Don’t miss 


a single issue! 


PLEASE FORWARD 


